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Press Release
VDO rewards discerning buyers of tachograph accessories with a practical stopwatch
"3+1" promotion for tachograph disks and printer paper takes the "1 minute rule" for the new digital tachograph into account.
Villingen-Schwenningen/Germany, 2 February 2012. VDO is once again running its familiar 3+1 promotion on the sale of genuine tachograph accessories this year. Customers who meet their annual requirements now with the purchase of three packets of tachograph disks, three packets of printer paper or a DTCO dispenser (printer paper, cleaning cloths and cleaning cards) will receive a small gift. This year, it is a practical stopwatch which VDO did not choose merely by coincidence. In fact, the gift reflects the main new change which was introduced to the transport industry along with the new generation 1.4 of the digital tachograph in the summer of 2011: the "1 minute rule". Under the motto of "every minute counts", this rule states that the longest activity within any given minute determines whether the minute is classed as working time or rest time. This allows drivers to save valuable drive time behind the wheel, particularly in distribution applications, in traffic jams or when waiting in line for customs processing when the vehicle is often only moved for a few seconds and is stationary for long periods. 
This year, the slogan "every minute counts" not only applies to the optimized functions of the new DTCO but also to the "3+1" packages. That is because, although the sales promotion is running throughout Europe and in all important export markets for the whole of 2012, the stopwatches are only available while stocks last. The genuine tachograph accessories of VDO are available worldwide from over 9,400 sales partners, workshops and service operations. You can find your nearest VDO partner online at www.dtco.com.
Our partners not only supply the conventional tachograph disks. Since the introduction of the digital tachograph, VDO also supplies our partners with the printer paper for the verification printouts which are required for recording driving times and rest periods. This special paper, which was specially developed for use in vehicles, can be used not only in the digital tachographs of VDO but is in fact suitable for all digital tachographs thanks to its standardized format and specially defined properties. The paper is more than capable of handling the tough day-to-day conditions of the transport sector: it is resistant to temperature fluctuations between -20 and +70 degrees centigrade and is also protected against moisture, oil and grease by a special protective film on the front.
With sales of €26 billion in 2010, Continental is among the leading automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for powertrains and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, Continental contributes to enhanced driving safety and global climate protection. Continental is also an expert partner in networked automobile communication. Continental currently has close to 160,000 employees in 45 countries.

The Automotive Group with its three divisions Chassis & Safety (sales of approximately €5.8 billion in 2010, 30,000 employees), Powertrain (sales of approximately €4.7 billion in 2010, 27,000 employees) and Interior (sales of approximately €5.5 billion in 2010, 30,000 employees) achieved sales of approximately €16 billion in 2010. The Automotive Group is present in more than 170 locations worldwide. As a partner of the automotive and commercial vehicle industry, it develops and produces innovative products and systems for a modern automotive future, in which cars provide individual mobility and driving pleasure consistent with driving safety, environmental responsibility and cost-efficiency. 

Within the Continental Interior Division the Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket Business Unit accommodates the specific requirements of the commercial vehicle, special vehicle and aftermarket sector. A global network of sales and service companies ensures proximity to local customers. Covering the product brands Continental, VDO, ATE and Barum the Business Unit offers electronic products, systems and services for commercial and special vehicles, a broad selection of products for specialized workshops and spare parts for the Independent Aftermarket and the Original Equipment Services after end of series production of the vehicle manufacturer.
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